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Government Notices • Goewermentskennisgewings

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

NO. R. 7869� 31 August 2026

CALL FOR COMMENTS ON THE AMENDMENTS TO THE SOCIAL ASSISTANCE 

ACT, 2004 (ACT NO. 13 OF 2004), AS AMENDED REGULATIONS RELATING TO 

THE APPLICATION FOR AND PAYMENT OFSOCIAL ASSISTANCE AND THE 

REQUIREMENTS OR CONDITIONS IN RESPECT OF ELIGIBILITY FOR SOCIAL 

ASSISTANCE OF 2022 

I, Dina Pule, Minister responsible for Social Development, under Section 32(1) and 

(2), read with section 13 of the Social Assistance Act, 2004 (Act No.13 of 2004) intend 

to make amendments to the Regulations relating to the application for and payment 

of social assistance and the requirements or conditions in respect of eligibility for social 

assistance set out in the Schedule. 

Interested persons or organisations are hereby invited to submit written comments on 

the draft regulations from the date of publication for a period of 30 days. Comments 

shall be forwarded to Dr Maureen Mogotsi, Chief Director: Social Assistance by: 

(a) Post to: 
The Department of Social Development 
Private Bag X901, 
Pretoria 
0001; 

(b) Hand to: 
The Department of Social Development 
Chief Directorate: Social Assistance 
134 Pretorius Street 
HSRC Building 
PRETORIA 
0001; 

(c) by email to: SAREGS@dsd.gov.za 

\,. 

Ms - 1na Pule, (MP) 
MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT 
DATE: ~7-0~-'d-Cldb 
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SCHEDULE 

In these regulations "Regulations" means the regulations published in the 
Government Notice No. R. 2119 of 31 May 2022. 

Amendment of regulation 1 of the Regulations 

1. Regulation 1 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for 
the definition of "institution funded by the state" of the following definition: 

"institution funded by the state" means a correctional centre as defined in the 
correctional Services Act, 1998 (Act No. 111 of 1998), psychiatric hospital as 
defined in the Mental Health Act, 2002 (Act No. 17 of 2002: Mental Health Care 
Act, 2002. , a home for older persons, a treatment centre as defined in section 1 
of the Prevention and Treatment of Substance Abuse Act, 2008 (Act No. 70 of 
2008) or a child and youth care centre as described in section 191(1) of the 
Children's Act, 2005 (Act No. 38 of 2005) as amended, which is wholly funded by 
the State· 

Amendment of regulation 13 of Regulations 

2. Regulation 13 of the Regulations is hereby amended by addition of the 
following after sub-regulation l(c): 

(d) the beneficiary must produce a valid identity document within 180 days after 
approval of a social grant. 

(e) Failure to produce the required document within the stipulated period will 
result in the social grant being lapsed." 

Amendment of regulation 15 of Regulations 

3. Regulation 15 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the addition of the 
following to sub-regulation 3 (b): 

"(b) the obligations of the applicant to notify the Agency of a change in his 
or her circumstances within 90 days of such change;" 

Amendment of regulation 24 of Regulations 

4. Regulation 24 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the addition of the 
following after sub-regulation (2): 
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"(3) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-regulation (1). if a beneficiary of an 
older person's grant. disability grant or war veteran's grant is detained in a 
correctional centre. the relevant social grant must be suspended with effect from 
the first day of the fourth month following the month of the beneficiary's 
detention". 

Amendment of regulation 30 of Regulations 

5. Regulation 30 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution 
for sub-regulation (5) of the following sub-regulation: 

"(5) The Agency must annually through any verifiable means as determined by 
the Agency confirm that the beneficiary is still alive and may by any means of 
communication. request a beneficiary to present him or herself before the Agency 
in erson". 

6. Regulation 30 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for 
sub-regulation (6) of the following sub-regulation: 

"(6) If a beneficiary fails to provide the requested information or documentation 
contemplated in section 4(1)(b) of the SASSA Act, the Agency may within 30 days 
of notifying the beneficiary thereof by electronic communication or by any other 
means of communication, suspend payment of social assistance, in which case 
the beneficiary must, by completing the relevant documents, apply within 30 
[working] days of the suspension for the restoration of such social grant". 

Amendment of regulation 31 of Regulations 

7. Regulation 31 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for 
sub-regulation (1) (a) of the following sub-regulation: 

31.(1) An Older Person's Grant, a Disability Grant and a War Veteran's Grant 
lapses: 

"(a) on the last day of the month following registration of death of a beneficiary 
by the Department of Home Affairs;" 

8. Regulation 31 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for 
sub-regulation (2) (a) of the following sub-regulation: 

(2) A Child Support Grant lapses on the last day of the month-

" (a) following registration of death of the child in respect of whom the Child 
Support Grant is paid by the Department of Home Affairs:" 
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9. Regulation 31 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for 
sub-regulation (3) (a) of the following sub-regulation: 

(3) A Foster Child Grant lapses-

(a) on the last day of the month following registration of death of the foster 
child b the De artment of Home Affairs 

10. Regulation 31 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for 
sub-regulation (6) (a) (i) of the following sub-regulation: 

(6)(a) A Care-Dependency Grant lapses on the-

(i) last day of the month following registration of death of the care-dependent 
child by the Department of Home Affairs; 

11. Regulation 31 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the insertion of the 
following sub-regulation after sub-regulation (6): 

"(7) Failure to provide life certification within 30 days of suspension as 
contemplated in sub-regulation 30 (6) of the regulations will result in the social 
grant being lapsed." 

Amendment of regulation 34 of Regulations 

12. Regulation 34 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for 
sub-regulation ( 1) of the following sub-regulation: 

34.(1) The Agency may continue payment of social assistance to a beneficiary 
who is absent from the Republic for a period [not] exceeding 90 days under the 
following circumstances: 

Amendment of regulation 34 of Regulations 

13. Regulation 34 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the insertion of the 
following sub-regulation after sub-regulation( 1): 

"( lA) Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-regulation (1), the social 
assistance beneficiary must inform the Agency of his or her intention to leave 
the country, dates of departure and return." 

Amendment of regulation 34 of Regulations 
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14. Regulation 34 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the insertion of the 
following sub-regulation after sub-regulation(2): 

(3) (a) In the event the beneficiary is unable to return to the Republic within 90 
days due to a medical, family or safety emergency as contemplated in section 
16(3)(b) of the Act. the Agency may if satisfied with the statement and proof 
provided by the beneficiary or procurator continue payment for a period not 
exceed in 180 da s." 

(b) Continued payment as contemplated in sub-regulation (3) (a) will be subject 
to the Agency's receipt of admissible written updates on the circumstances of the 
beneficiaries after every 60 days. 

(c) Failure to provide written report within seven days after the period stipulated 
in sub regulation (13)(3)(b) will result in the suspension of a social grant. 

(d) Upon expiry of the 180 days, the social grant will be suspended until the 
beneficiary returns to the Republic and notifies the Agency of the same." 

Commencement 

15. These Regulations are called Social Assistance Act, 2004: Regulations relating 

to the application for and payment ofsocial assistance and the requirements or 

conditions in respect of eligibility for social assistance and take effect on the date 

of publication of this notice in the Gazette. 
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