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GovERNMENT NOTICES ® GOEWERMENTSKENNISGEWINGS

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

NO. 4364 14 February 2024

CALL FOR COMMENTS ON THE AMENDMENTS TO THE REGULATIONS
RELATING TO COVID-19 SOCIAL RELIEF OF DISTRESS ISSUED IN TERMS OF
SECTION 32, READ WITH SECTION 13, OF THE SOCIAL ASSISTANCE ACT, 2004
(ACT NO. 13 OF 2004), AS AMENDED

I, Lindiwe Zulu, Minister responsible for Social Development, under Section 32(1) and
(2), read with section 13 of the Social Assistance Act, 2004 (Act No0.13 of 2004) intend
to make amendments to the Regulations relating to Covid-19 Social Relief of Distress

as set out in the Schedule.

Interested persons or organisations are hereby invited to submit written comments on
the draft regulations within 21 days from the date of publication thereof. Comments

shall be forwarded to Dr Maureen Mogotsi, Acting Chief Director: Social Assistance

by:
(a) Post to:
The Department of Social Development
Private Bag X901,
Pretoria
0001;
(b) Hand to:

The Department of Social Development
Chief Directorate: Social Assistance
134 Pretorius street

HSRC building

PRETORIA

0001;

(© by email to: SAREGS@dsd.gov.za

L ZULU (MP)
MINISTER OF SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
DATE: 14/2/2024
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ISICELO SEMIBONO NGEZICHIBIYELO ZEZIMISO EZIPHATHELENE NOSIZO
LWEZENHLAKAHLE LWE-COVID-19 EZIKHISHWE NGOKWESAHLUKO SAMA-32,
ESIFUNDWA NESAHLUKO SE-13, SOMTHETHO WOKUSIZO
LWEZENHLALAKAHLE WONYAKA WE-2004 (UMTHETHO WE-13 WONYAKA WE-
2004), NJENGOBA UCHITSHIYELWE

Mina, Lindiwe Zulu, uNggongqoshe obhekele ukuThuthukiswa Komphakathi,
ngokweSahluko sama-32(1) nese-(2), esifundwa nesahluko se-13 soMthetho Wosizo
Lwezenhlalakahle wonyaka we-2004 (uMthetho we-13 wonyaka we-2004) ngihlose
ukwenza izichibiyelo kwiZimiso eziphathelene noSizo Lwezenhlakahle Lwe-covid-19

njengoba zishiwo kuSheduli.

Abantu abanetshisekelo noma izinhlangano ezinetshisekelo bayamenywa ukuba balethe
imibono ebhalwe phansi mayelana nezimiso ezisasetshenzwa kungakapheli izinsuku
ezingama-21 kusukela ngosuku lokushicilelwa kwazo. Imibono izodluliselwa ku-Dkt
Maureen Mogotsi, oyiBamba Lomgondisi Omkhulu: Usizo Lwezenhlakahle ngalezi

zindlela:

@) Ngeposi ku:-
The Department of Social Development
Private Bag X901,
Pretoria
0001;

(b) Ngesandla ku:-
The Department of Social Development
Chief Directorate: Social Assistance
134 Pretorius Street
HSRC Building
PRETORIA
0001;

(c) Nge-imeyili ku:- SAREGS@dsd.gov.za

L ZULU (u-MP)
UNGQONGQOSHE WOKUTHUTHUKISWA KOMPHAKATHI
USUKU:14/2/2024
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SCHEDULE

In these regulations *“Regulations” means the regulations published in the
Government Notice No. R. 2042 of 22 April 2022, as amended by Government
Notice No. R. 2381 of 16 august 2022, and Government Notice No. R. 3210 of 29
March 2023.

Amendment of regulation 5 of Regulations

1. Regulation 5 of the Regulations is hereby amended by the substitution for
sub-regulations (1) and (3) of the following sub-regulations:

“(1) The monthly amount of the COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress is R350 per
person and is payable for the months in the period 1 April [2023] 2024 to 31
March [2024] 2025”.

“(3) The payments in terms of these regulations- (a) are limited to the amount
appropriated for the [2023/2024] 2024/2025 financial year to the vote of
Social Development for social relief of distress; and (b) may only be made in
respect of applications, made during the period 1 April 2022 to 31 March
[2024] 2025, and approved by the Agency”.

Insertion of regulation 6A in Regulations
2. The following regulation is hereby inserted after regulation 6.

“Recovery and uncollected benefits”

6A. “(1) The Agency may recover all monies paid to any person in the event
that such a person has irregularly benefitted or was not entitled to benefit
from the COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress.

(2) An applicant whose application was approved but was not paid because he
or she was not traceable or did not contact the Agency to update his or her
personal details, including payment details, within 90 days of being notified to
do so, the application may be cancelled and any monies due to him or her will be
forfeited to the State.

(3) Before the money is forfeited to the State as contemplated in subregulation
(2), the applicant who has not responded to the communication of the Agency
must be given 90 days to respond from the date of notification by the Agency
through the last known mobile number in possession of the Agency.

(4) It is the responsibility of the applicant to ensure that the Agency has his
or her current mobile humber as the Agency cannot be held liable for
messages sent to an incorrect mobile number.
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(5) The applicant must ensure that the Agency has his or her correct banking
details to enable bank verification and payment”.

Insertion of regulation 6B in Regulations
3. The following regulation is hereby inserted after regulation 6A.

“Death of COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress beneficiary”

6B “If the beneficiary of a COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress dies, the grant
will be paid until the end of the month in which the beneficiary died”.

Insertion of regulation 6C in the Regulations
4. The following regulation is hereby inserted after regulation 6B.

“Transitional provision”

6C “To ensure uninterrupted assessments and payments during the transition
between the Requlations published on 29 March 2023 and these amendments,
the Agency may use data used during the March 2024 assessment cycle, in

terms of requlation 2, for continued assessments of clients up to 31 May
2024”,

Short title and Commencement

6. These Regulations are called Social Assistance Act, 2004: Amendment
Regulations Relating to COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress and take effect on
01 April 2024 by publication of this notice in the Gazette.
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